
March   12,   2020  

Dear   NPS   Families,  

For   the   past   two   weeks,   we   have   been   working   closely   with   the   Newton   Department   of    Health   and   Human   Services   to  
reduce   the   community   spread   of   COVID-19.   We   have   received   many   emails   from   concerned   families   and   understand  
that   this   is   a   stressful   and   unsettling   time.  

Given   the   rising   number   of   COVID-19   cases   in   our   region,   coupled   with   new   guidance   from   the   Governor,   the   state,  
infectious   disease   experts,   and   our   local   health   partners,    we   have   made   the   difficult   decision   to   close   the   Newton  
Public   Schools   beginning   tomorrow,   Friday,   March   13.   There   will   be   no   school   tomorrow,   next   week   and   possibly   for  
a   longer   period.   

The   decision   to   close   schools   is   an   attempt   to   slow   the   spread   of   the   virus.   It   will   only   be   effective   if   the   community  
also   takes   steps   to   practice   self-isolation,   monitor   for   any   symptoms,   and   avoid   large   gatherings.    We   need   all  
community   members   to   do   their   part   or   the   school   closure   will   not   be   successful   in   limiting   the   spread   of   the   virus.  

We   know   the   cancellation   of   school,   its   associated   activities,   and   events   that   use   our   school   buildings   is  
disappointing   and   extremely   disruptive   to   our   daily   lives.   However,   we   believe   we   must   do   so   for   the   health   and  
well-being   of   our   community.  

We   expect   to   provide   an   update   to   you   next   week   as   we   further   assess   the   situation.    We   also   know   you   will   have  
questions   regarding   learning   opportunities   for   your   children   while   school   is   closed   and   we   will   have   more   information  
on   this   subject   late   next   week.  

This   is   a   unique   public   health   situation   that   is   rapidly   changing.   Our   hope   is   that   if   we   all   work   together,   we   can   reduce  
the   spread   of   this   virus,   protect   residents,   especially   those   most   vulnerable,   and   resume   normal   activities   as   soon   as  
possible.  

Sincerely,  

David   Fleishman  

Superintendent   of   Schools  

 


