
 

 

 
NEWTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
 
                             Date: November 4, 2019 

                      Location: Education Center 100 Walnut St., Rm 210, Newton, MA 02460 

     Meeting Called by: Chair Goldman at 5:30 pm in rm 210 for the purpose of voting to enter into Executive Session in rm 304 
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 30A, s 18-25 of the MGL to strategy with respect to 
Collective Bargaining with the NTA, NESA and Custodians. The School Committee will reconvene in open 
session. 
 
 
 

   
      Members Present:                       
 
         Students Present: 
                 
                Staff Present:        
 
            

 
Ray-Canada, Albright, Shen, Fisher Gomberg, Siegel, Goldman, Shields, Miller, Fleishman, Mayor  
 
Jampel, Weissel, Sawhney 
 
Toby Romer, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary 
Education, Mary Eich, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning, Liam Hurley, Assistant 
Superintendent/Chief Financial and Administrative Officer, Josh Morse, Commissioner of Buildings and 
Equity Committee reps: Principal, Mark Chitty, Christine Dutt, Kerry Prasad, Maggie Schmidt, Andrea 
Steenstrup. 
  

Chair Goldman moved for the School Committee to enter into Executive Session to discuss strategy with respect to Collective 
Bargaining with the NTA, NESA & Custodians. Chair Goldman called for a roll call vote.  All in favor of entering into Executive 
Session for this purpose: 

 
ROLL CALL:  
Ray – Canada Y Shen Y Goldman Y Shields   Y Mayor  Y  
Albright                  Y Fisher Gomberg Y Siegel Y Miller      Y  

 
The vote was 9-0 -0 to convene in Executive Session. The Committee reconvened in regular session at 7:02 pm 
 
Chair Goldman welcomed everyone, especially our special guests, the seniors who will be receiving the Blumer Book Award. Ruth 
explained that Public Comment will begin immediately following the award presentations and because there will be an update 
during the meeting regarding Horace Mann, there will also time at the end of the meeting if folks want to sign up to speak then, 
she will recirculate the sign-up sheet. She then asked Dr. Fleishman to introduce Dr. Irwin Blumer. 
 
MASS/MASC Academic Achievement and Blumer Book Awards 
Document: Blumer Book Award Memo 
 
Dr. Fleishman welcomed Dr. Irwin Blumer, former superintendent of NPS from 1988-1997 and professor at Boston College. Over 
the summer Dr. Blumer led a workshop at the administrator’s summer retreat on race and achievement. He is an avid reader and 
each year he chooses a book to give to the students being recognized for their academic achievement by MASS/MASC.  
 
Dr. Blumer said he chose “The Nickels Boys,” a fictional story based on fact. The setting is a reform school in Florida, which 
actually existed, where graves of boys who had disappeared were uncovered. The story tells of one African American boy in the 
60’s. He said he found the book both sad and enlightening. 
 
Dr. Fleishman then introduced each student and briefly spoke about their accomplishments and Dr. Blumer handed them their 
book and certificate. 
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Chair Goldman opened the floor to Public Comment 
 
Public Comment 
 
Julia Gaebler – 62 Page Rd., Newton, She thanked the Committee for attending the Horace Mann forum and feels it was a turning 
point. She thanked the mayor for her accountability. She especially thanked Bridget, Ruth, Matthew and Josh. She said it’s clear 
that it takes a village.  
 
Valerie Davisson – 239 Temple St., She provided a handout for the Committee and spoke about the restrictive nature of the 
Equity Policy because it does not take into account the smaller sized schools. She gave several illustrations of how the formula 
punishes small schools. She asked that the formula be adjusted for size. 
 
Chair Goldman briefly reviewed what had happened at the Horace Mann community meeting last week and asked Liam and Josh 
Morse to update the committee on what has happened since then. 
 
Horace Mann Update 
Document: Facilities Update - Horace Mann 
 
Liam Hurley informed the Committee that they are recommending moving two of the nicer modulars from the old Horace Mann 
to the new building to help alleviate some of the space concerns in the short-term, which can be done pretty quickly. Site 
options will come soon. NPS will reevaluate in one – two years and see if internal classroom modifications need to be made. 
Detail regarding use of the modular space is unknown at this time. Josh explained that coordination with staff/families is 
needed, but there is lots of work happening behind the scenes. Next steps include engaging staff in the discussion and cite 
details to be worked out. Acoustics – Acoustical testing will be done on November 9, but we are moving forward with installing 
ceiling acoustical panels. Josh stated that he was able to get the lead time for the delivery and installation of the tiles from 4-6 
weeks down to 1-2 weeks. He has ordered 250 panels and will likely order 200 or more in the second round. Bathrooms – A 
plumbing engineer and licensed architect will evaluate the situation, with the possible option of installing a bathroom near the 
elevator.  They want/need teacher feedback. 2nd Floor Sinks – A plumbing engineer will evaluate – not all teachers want sinks in 
their classrooms.  Possibility of installing sinks in the hallways - TBD where and how many. Windows/Painting – Commencing 
next weekend. Playground Fencing – Contracted with an outside vendor. Process is slower than we wanted, but the fencing has 
to be fabricated.  Pedestrian Access, Linwood – Working with DPW and Parks & Rec, looking for creative solutions. Playground 
– Committed to longer range items w/input from Principal Nardelli and a parent working group he will form. It will require 
following the procurement process and will be impeded by the winter months. Programmatic Evaluation – NPS will work with 
Principal Nardelli, teachers, staff and parents to determine the scope of the study and the timeline. A working group will be 
formed and will convene as soon as possible. Questions, answers and discussion followed regarding: 
- Timeline 
- Doing work before an analysis is completed 
- Was NPS aware of these issues before moving Horace Mann to 225 Nevada ST 
- Will the RFS be made available publically 
- Do the installation of modular require City Council approval 
- How quickly will the acoustic assessment be completed 
 
Chair Goldman introduced the Equity Working Group, PTO/Parent reps Christine Dutt, Kerry Prasad, Maggie Schmidt and Andrea 
Steenstrup, Peirce School Principal Mark Chitty and School Committee member Kathy Shields. 
 
Equity Working Group 
Document: EWG Update; EWG Powerpoint 
 
Kathy Shields gave a brief overview of the group’s work thus far. This work includes PTO Council parent groups, data 
collection/surveys, four focus groups (selected by principals of the schools), PYO board members survey, and a community-wide 
survey sent through Aspen in June 2019 which will be the basis of this update tonight. Kerry Prasad stated that the purpose of this 
survey was to gage the community’s response to different ideas of collecting and allocating PTO funds. 1,601 people responded to 
the survey, which they believe reflects a good representation. She stated that the evidence shows that PTO’s are very successful 
with both donations and participation. The survey contained four allocation scenarios for a Central Fund and after analysis of the 
data collected from the survey, along with the anecdotal free responses, the Committee has concluded that the community is 
open to a “Central Fund” as follows: 
- Most people supported the “greatest need” illustration 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QjtvxbZXxXXHxMqNrpz-OpSiCYrw9GI5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cRGgPTlxCex2yrVLZl-UrvJHhQf9Zt-T
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oTyaifqOfe5X6F-ouGbJ-jLBhLQU3vAT
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- Questions remain regarding determining need, as need is determined by a combination of factors 
- Central Fund should be used for Equity items 
- Schools maintain autonomy of how their funds are spent 
- How to raise money for the Central Fund 
-  
According to the survey, 75% of families would contribute to a Central Fund. 
 
EWG Committee Conclusion: A Central Fund is feasible and realistic. 
 
Next Steps: 
- Entity identified/created to hold and distribute funds 
- Details regarding hoe these funds will be allocated 
- Move closer towards the EWG’s goal of a recommendation to the School Committee 
 
Questions, answers and discussion followed including: 
- Timeline for final recommendation 
- Allocation details 
- More representation from other schools 
- Request for survey breakdown by school participation 
- Clarification: parents will donate to their own PTO’s as well as to the Central Fund. 

 
Ruth stated that the Committee needed to discuss and vote on a one year NESA contract for September 1, 2019 – August 31, 
2020. She also informed the Committee that they are in the process of a successor contract to commence September 1, 2020.  
She distributed a draft copy for Committee members to review and then asked if there was a motion to approve the agreement. 
 
 
The chair asked for any questions and a motion to approve the FY21 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) which was presented at the 
October 24, 2019 School Committee meeting. 
 
Motion to approve the NESA 1-Year Agreement 
Document: FY20 NESA 1-Year Contract 
 
Motion: Ray-Canada 
Second: Fisher Gomberg 
Vote:  9-0-0 
 
Ruth then asked if anyone had any questions or comments regarding the FY21 CIP.  There were some questions and answers 
regarding communication about the Oak Hill modular, Horace Mann assessment and the status of Ward, Franklin and Countryside 
as well as a word of caution regarding MSBA funding which has become much more competitive. 
 
Motion to approve the FY21 CIP 
Document: FY21 CIP - Final 
 
Motion: Albright 
Second: Shen 
Vote:  9-0-0 

 
 
Motion to approve the GELF 1-Day Liquor License request 
Document: GELF 1-Day Liquor License Request 
 
Motion: Fisher Gomberg 
Second: Shields 
Vote:  9-0-0 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1q5qK3jc3UxpILome5BjZJQwNEj0YW69B
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Ld9Ro77T06p4oC5KbcF9TQzpLupeYntJ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MNDx9TIwuwPYQU6moyvlU7wxeMhAjMq_
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Approve 10-21-19 Minutes 
Document: 10-21-19 Minutes - Draft 
 
Motion:  Siegel 
Second:  Shen 
Vote: 9-0-0 
 

   Public Comment 
 
 Chris Esmonde, 282 Linwood Ave., Newton – He spoke on behalf of the Horace Mann parent group. He thanked members who 

came to the community meeting on October 28 and for listening, hearing and responding. He said that he hoped we turned a 
corner today and sometimes frustration can turn into something positive. The Horace Mann community has great teachers and is 
getting a great school. He said he recalled a quote from the Mayor’s campaign, that she considered the education of Newton kids 
was her sacred duty.  He hasn’t always felt it, but he feels it tonight and looks forward to working with her. 

 
 Chair Goldman called for adjournment. 
 
   Adjourned:    8:55 pm  
 

Lisa Mazzola      Date: 11/13/19   
School Committee Secretary  
 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uJWUfqEx_jUke1l_455ZiQnqxtwkuC58

