
 

 

 
NEWTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
 
                             Date: October 7, 2019 

                      Location: Education Center 100 Walnut St., Rm 210, Newton, MA 02460 

     Meeting Called by: Chair Goldman at 5:30 pm in rm 210 for the purpose of voting to enter into Executive Session in rm 304 
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 30A, s 18-25 of the MGL to strategy with respect to 
Collective Bargaining with the NTA, NESA and Custodians. The School Committee will reconvene in 
open session. 
 
 
 
 

       
Members Present:                       
 
        Students Present: 
                 
                Staff Present: 

 
Ray-Canada, Albright, Shen, Fisher Gomberg, Siegel, Goldman, Shields, Miller, Fleishman, Mayor  
 
Jampel, Chae, Weissel, Sawhney 
 
Toby Romer, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary 
Education, Mary Eich, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning, Liam Hurley, Assistant 
Superintendent/Chief Financial and Administrative Officer. 

Chair Goldman moved for the School Committee to enter into Executive Session to discuss strategy with respect to Collective 
Bargaining with the NTA, NESA & Custodians. Chair Goldman called for a roll call vote.  All in favor of entering into Executive 
Session for this purpose: 
 

ROLL CALL:  
Ray – Canada Y Shen Y Goldman Y Shields   Y Mayor  Y  
Albright                  Y Fisher Gomberg Y Siegel Y Miller      Y  

 
The vote was 9-0 -0 to convene in Executive Session. The Committee reconvened in regular session at 7:07 pm 

 
Chair Goldman welcomed everyone and asked Dr. Fleishman to begin with the Superintendent update. 
 
Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Dr. Fleishman reported that the staff participated in safety training at their first professional development half day a week ago 
Thursday. The training went very well and families will be hearing more about the new policies and procedures soon. He informed 
the Committee and the public that Senator Creem is hosting a presentation, with guest speaker Jason Lewis, on Education Reform 
on October 22 from 5:30 – 7:00 at the NNHS Film Lecture Hall. This is an opportunity to learn more about the proposed Student 
Opportunity Act. Lastly, he acknowledged the wonderful Civics Education article in the Boston Globe which featured Bigelow 
teacher Andrew Swan who is doing great work with the students. 
 
Chair Goldman then opened the floor to Public Comment. 
 
Kim Daley – 41 Eliot Ave., Newton – Related a story regarding the stress teachers at Horace Mann are under due to the 
inadequacies at the new Horace Mann building. She asked for an external assessment and urged the Committee to listen to 
teachers and parents. 
 
Steffanie Brady -  52 Warwick Rd. Newton- She stated that she moved to Newton for its excellent schools and teachers. She is 
concerned that the teachers are so stressed. They are holding it together due to Mark Nardelli’s leadership and Rosemary 
assistance. She also commented on the inequities between Horace Mann and the other newly built/remodeled schools and this 
building’s shortfalls. 
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Philip Koesters, 25 Stoneleigh Rd., Newton – After only a month in the building, he can’t understand how these problems could 
not have been seen before. He states that he believes the building is falling behind current standards. He said that he sent a letter 
to Mayor Fuller stating his surprise that the City did not recognize the opening of the new Horace Mann location. He asks for the 
same standards as the other elementary schools in the city. 
 
Chris Esman, 282 Linwood Ave., Newton – He said that he moved here from Cambridge for the schools and community. He 
provided a handout illustrating that in 2012 Horace Mann was rated one of the four worst schools. Even with the renovations 
done in 2013 the school does not meet current standards. He claims that as taxpayers/parents they didn’t expect a new school, 
but they did expect a comparable one. He requests an external evaluation.  
 
Virginia Hinrichsen, 11 Central Ave., Newton – She gave examples of why Horace Mann is a wonderful community. She praised 
Mark Nardelli for his leadership. She stated that the old Horace Mann was functional but with structural issues. She stated that 
she trusted that NPS would figure out how to prioritize the building issues. No communication until the email regarding the delay 
the week school opened. She expressed her concerns that there is no room for lockers and the inequities with Horace Mann and 
other schools. She alleges the classrooms are not adequate for the number of students, and they only meet four standards. She 
asked for and external evaluation and parents to be included on a building committee. 
 
Steve Milanowycz, 17 Churchill Terr., Newton – He stated that he moved from the congestion of Brookline to Newton and is 
disappointed in NPS. Each day is a microcosm of disappointment. He is frustrated with the lack of communication. He highlighted 
a few concerns: lack of sinks and the PA system was down. 
 
Julia Gaebler, 62 Page Rd., Newton – She recognized the Horace Mann educators but is frustrated that they are being asked to 
teach with one hand tied behind their back. She trusted the School Committee to pay attention to these details. She stated that 
Horace Mann is the only Title I school. She claims there are not enough bathroom facilities. She said it was embarrassing. She 
requests an independent assessment and a reassessment of Horace Mann so it can be on par with the other schools. 
 
Steven Fink, 251 Crafts St., Newton – He claims the classrooms at Horace Mann are too cramped. They are 700 sq. ft., compared 
to 900+ sq. ft. in the old building. The new Cabot classrooms are 1200 sq., ft. The old Horace Mann classrooms could 
accommodate two classes, now they can’t. He trusted that the city would work towards a modern space and Horace Mann is 
clearly inferior. He is asking for an independent evaluation and an advisory board. 
 
Ruth thanked the speakers and explained that she and Dr. Fleishman re-ordered the agenda items so Central Staff members could 
leave. She then asked Mary Eich to preview the upcoming report on Preliminary Enrollment and her repost on Diversity in 
Literature. 
 
 
PREVIEW: Preliminary Enrollment Report: 
 
Mary explained that this report will give us a snapshot of enrollment as of October 1st including Kindergarten size over the last 
few years. Dr. Fleishman interjected that this information will be used for future enrollment projections. A few Committee 
members asked questions that Mary and David answered.  
 
PREVIEW: Diversity in Literature Report: Dr. Fleishman asked Mary to give a brief overview. Mary explained that this report was 
one of the items that came out of a list generated by the School Committee. This report will look at classroom libraries as well as 
school libraries. The Committee will hear from English and Library Coordinators regarding what books are being selected for 
instruction. Some Committee members asked questions that Mary and David answered. 
 
Ruth asked Liam Hurley, along with Dr. Fleishman to introduce the FY20 Capital Improvement Report (CIP) including the Oak Hill 
Projections and recommendation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Minutes 
10-7-19 
Page 3 

 
FY21-25 CIP Report and Oak Hill Projections 
Document: FY20 CIP, Oak Hill Projections & Recommendation 
 
CIP: 
Liam Hurley informed the Committee that the spreadsheet that usually accompanies this report is still being revised and will be 
available at a later date. He then explained that  
- Countryside and Franklin have estimated costs of $50M for major building projects 
- Ward  (built in 1928 with poor accessibility)the amount of funding for improvements  will be determined while enrollment is  

monitored and improvement opportunities are evaluated with the City’s Building Department. Several projects were 
completed over the summer. 

- Oak Hill - $3,000,000 in funding requested in the CIP for a 3-classroom permanent exterior addition. More information on this 
later. 
 

Other Capital maintenance projects are included although some of these projects may be delayed a year to make room for the high-
priority Oak Hill project: 

o Bigelow and Day Boilers 
o NNHS pool air handling unit 
o NSHS mechanical upgrades 
o Bowen and Memorial Spaulding roof replacements 

 
There was much discussion regarding the condition of buildings, the process for approval of funds, the escalating cost, climate 
issues, adding Horace Mann assessment to the mix, short term improvements to maintain safety, and the need to prioritize funding. 
 
Oak Hill Project: 
Dr. Fleishman explained he wanted to share some updated information resulting from Middle School planning regarding the Oak Hill 
Project.  

- Keep the elementary schools feeding to one school – do not want to split an elementary to feed to two middle schools (Cabot 
was split and we don’t want to do that again) 

- The outlook over the next 10 years illustrates room in all of our schools with Brown being the tightest. Right now Day is at 
994 students, but in 4 years it is projected to be at 894. The six classroom addition was very helpful as were the two 
classrooms at Brown. Bigelow remains steady. The increased enrollment and need for special education space has put 
pressure at Oak Hill. 

- The projection is that in 2021-2022 there will be 68 more students which will require three more classrooms. Projected total 
enrollment will go from 632 to 700 in two years. 

 
Toby Romer explained the conversion of a computer lab into special ed space and Liam explained the funding process. 
 
Questions, answers and discussion followed. 
 
EDCO Update 
Documents: EDCO Update - 1st Qtr 
 
Diana Fisher Gomberg explained there was not too much to report. 
- This is the 2nd year of the new Executive Director 
- EDCO has added CTE programs including culinary and CAD 
- MASC moved into the EDCO building in Bedford 
- Round tables continue to be offered 

 
Policy BGC – Policy Revision and Review 
Document: Policy BGC 
 
Ruth asked for a motion to approve Policy BGC with revisions. 
Motion: Shen 
Second: Siegel 
Vote: 9-0-0 to approve Policy BGC   
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B54ooqYkxofCNkMxUUZXM2RXcTZOemUyTUJVTUVCY1h4SktV
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B54ooqYkxofCQWNLdmFETUxuRllDaHpNRURDX043bDFHeVZz
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B54ooqYkxofCLUx2NkZxVFhwU25VRlBSZlFYSUxHM08td3Zv
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YRB_FLEH7AJrWX1t-UohykCPLs1SSaJN
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MASC-MASS Resolutions 
    Documents: MASC Resolutions and Chart, Addendum 

 
Margaret gave a brief explanation of each of the Resolutions. Ruth explained that the Committee would vote on the resolution at 
the November 4th so Bridget could cast NPS’ vote at the MASC Annual Conference that weekend. 
 
McKinney-Vento  Reimbursement Vote 
Document: McKinney Vento Reimbursement Memo 
 
Ruth called for a motion to approve a request to City Council to appropriate the state reimbursement of $11,706 for McKinney-
Vento Homeless Student Transportation to the School Department. 

 
Motion: Fisher Gomberg 
Second:  Siegel 
Vote: 9-0-0 to approve the request for City Council appropriate the state reimbursement of $11,706 for McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Student Transportation to the school department 

 
    Angier PTO Request 
    Documents: 1-Day Liquor License 
     

Ruth called for a motion to approve the Angier PTO request for a 1-day liquor license for their annual fundraiser on April 4, 2020. 
 

Motion:  Shields 
Second: Fisher Gomberg 
Vote: 9-0-0 to approve Angier PTO request for a 1-Day Liquor License 

 
Additional International and Out-of-State/Overnight Field trips 
Document: Additional Field Trips  
 
Ruth called for a motion to approve the additional Field Trips as described. 
Motion:  Ray-Canada 
Second:  Shen 
Vote: 9-0-0 to approve additional International and Out of State Field trips. 
 
Approve 9/16/19 Minutes 
Document: 9-16-19 Minutes - Draft 
 
Ruth called for a motion to approve the 9-16-19 Minutes 
 
Motion: Siegel 
Second: Fisher Gomberg 
Vote: 9-0-0 to approve the 9-16-19 minutes with edits. 
 
Communications 
On October 22nd, 5:30-7pm at Newton North, State Senators Cindy Creem and Jason Lewis, Senate Chair on the Joint 
Committee of Education, will be presenting information about the Student Opportunity Act. The public is welcome. 
 
Ruth announced that the November 4th SC meeting will be a Special Meeting – NO PUBLIC COMMENT. It will begin at 6:00 pm 
and adjourn promptly at 7:45 pm so the Committee members can join the Mayor at City Hall for the City Council meeting. 

 
   Adjourned:  8:58 pm 

  
 
Lisa Mazzola      Date: 10/17/19    
School Committee Secretary  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=11oIU5T8aeO3mM3u2_xc_BSWS6IrMCqWo
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1xx1eAvRIMOPGLCzgZ9lH4EJxKrFrrOcB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B54ooqYkxofCZ1NBeHFoOFdtb1M0Z2U2Wm5WbXpaNHdscFdZ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B54ooqYkxofCeEVfNHAxbFFZbEtOOXdpYmhtb3R3ZUo5UG9r
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rKBNT7I8MRTlSx3gPLC7CTfjJdCVILAZ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sAM6kWyxYDBspHHSKesRyE68DwK0GcRc
https://www.bostonchamber.com/public-policy/issues-impact/policy-brief-student-opportunity-act

