
 

 

September 16, 2020 
 

To: David Fleishman, Superintendent 
From:  Toby Romer, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education and Special Programs 
Re:  Overnight/Out of State and International Field Trip Approvals 

 
The following Overnight/Out-of-State and International field trips have been, or will be approved by the building principal 
or designee and authorized by Superintendent Fleishman or Assistant Superintendent Romer through our established 
approval process. These trips were previously approved in 2017, 2018, and 2019 and are presented here as a reminder of 
the various annual trips.  Any major changes to these established trips or new trips will be presented as they are received. 
 
Recurring Overnight/Out-of-State Trips: 
 

1) NSHS Speech & Debate team –Competitions at NYC, Yale University, CT, Princeton, NJ, Minneapolis, MN, Milwaukee, 
WI and/or Lexington, KY–throughout 2019 – 2020.  Appx. 24 students/2 chaperones 

2) NNHS & NSHS Music – New Orleans LA – April 2020- Appx. 60 students/3 chaperones 
3) NNHS/CTE –  Philadelphia, PA (college tours) November 2019 24 students/2 chaperones 
4) DAY- 8

th
 gr – Washington, DC – June 2020- 250 students/25 chaperones 

5) OAK HILL 8
th

 gr – NYC – May 202, 235 students/24 chaperones 
6) NNHS 9

th
 gr – NYC – February 2020 – 80 students/8 chaperones 

7) NNHS Theatre – NYC – January 2020 25 students/3 chaperones 
8) NSHS – Lions Roar – Chicago – October/November 2019 – 32 students/3 chaperones 
9) NNHS – Mountain Classroom, NH – March 2020 – 20 students/4chaperones 
10) BIGELOW 8

th
 gr – NYC January 2020 – 160 students/16 chaperones 

11) NSHS – Washington, DC – April 2020 – 4 students/1 chaperone 
12) NNHS/NSHS Ligerbots – Detroit MI April 2020 – 30 students/4 chaperones 

 

Recurring International Trips: 
 

Travel and study abroad are invaluable components of a student’s education, especially in today’s 
increasingly global world. Therefore, NPS offers a rich array of subject-specific travel opportunities 
in World Languages, Science, History, Global Communities, and Fine & Performing Arts.  
Scholarships are available for students with demonstrated financial need through the Jennifer 
Price Global Education Fund (GELF). 

 
 TRAVEL PROGRAMS 

 
NPS Chinese Exchange (Beijing, China) - Language & culture-focused homestay; joint program 
between NNHS and NSHS. Newton students host Chinese students for four months in the fall, then 
live with host families and attend school abroad at the Beijing Jingshan School for four months in 
the spring. Applicants do not have to have previously studied Chinese, but must do so in the fall 
before they travel. Candidates apply in the spring of the year prior to travel through the World 
Language Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of Chinese student visit to Newton: Sept. , 2019-Jan., 2020 
Dates of travel to China: Jan.-May 2020 
Size of Outgoing Group: appx 7 students 

 
 
NNHS French Exchange (Paris, France) - Language & culture-focused homestay. Newton students 



live with host  families and attend school abroad for three weeks, then host French students in 
return for two weeks. Applicants must be enrolled in French. Applications become available in the 
fall through the World Language Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of travel to France: 3 weeks including February break / French student visit: 2 weeks in April 
Size of Group: 9-24 students 

 
NNHS Italian Exchange (Florence, Italy) - Language & culture-focused homestay. Newton students 
live with host families and attend school abroad for four weeks and host Italian students for three 
weeks in the fall prior to travel. Applicants must be enrolled in Italian. Applications become 
available in September through the World Language Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of travel to Italy: 4 weeks including February break / Italian student visit: 3 weeks in 
September 

  Size of Group: 12-25 students  

 

NNHS Spanish Exchange (Burgos, Spain) - Language & culture-focused homestay. Newton 
students live with host families and attend school abroad for three weeks, and host Spanish 
students in return. Applicants must be enrolled in Spanish. Applications become available in the 
fall through the World Language Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of travel to Spain: 3 weeks including February break 
Spanish student visit: October  
Size of group: 15-25 students 

 
NSHS French Exchange (Paris, France) - Language & culture-focused homestay. Newton students 
live with host families and attend school abroad for two weeks, then host French students in 
return for two weeks. Applicants must be enrolled in French. Applications become available either 
in the spring or the fall preceding the trip through the World Language Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of travel to France: 2 weeks including April break / French student visit: 2 weeks in October  
Size of Group: 9-18 students 

 
NNHS London Theatre Trip (London, England & environs) – Experiential travel program with hotel 
stays. Students attend London shows, visit museums with renowned costume collections, and 
participate in master classes through the UK National Theatre for actors, student directors, stage 
managers, and student designers. Students also visit historic sites around London. Applicants must 
have taken or be currently taking a Theatre class or have participated in TheatreInk. Applications 
become available in the fall through the Theatre Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of travel: 1 week at the end of June  
Size of group: 11-25 students 
 
NNHS Fine & Performing Arts Exchange (Melbourne, Australia) – Music, theatre, & art-focused 
homestay. Newton students live with host families and attend school abroad for ten days and host 
for ten days in return. Applicants must have taken or be taking an FPA class. Applications become 
available in the fall through the FPA department. 
Frequency: Every 3-4 years; will not be offered this year 
Dates of travel to Australia: 10 days including April break / Australian student visit: 10 days @ TBD 
Size of group: 10-30 students 
 

 



Chorus Trip (Barcelona, Spain) – High school student participants in the All-City Troubadours, a 
Newton Public Schools ensemble, will participate in the Catalonian federations world choir festival 
workshop. Students will participate daily in singing with over 300 other singers from around the 
world, led by internationally recognized clinicians. They will perform two concerts, as well as a third 
concert in conjunction with the festival group. They will also have daily cultural excursions to see the 
art, architecture, and culture of Catalonia. Students will stay in hotels.  
Dates of Travel: July, 2020 
 
NNHS Greece Service Trip ((Lamia, Greece)  Service- focused program with stays in volunteer 
housing for Happy Caravan, the NGO service organization with which this trip will be partnering. 
Newton students will help teach refugee children from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan who are housed 
at a refugee camp of 500-600 families in Thermopolis. They will do arts and craft with younger 
children, and English, reading, math, yoga, and activities with older children. In addition to teaching, 
students will be providing a safe and structured space for refugee children at the camp.  Students will 
have the opportunity to explore the town of Lamia and to engage in cultural excursions on weekends.  
 Dates of travel to Greece: April, 2020.  
Size of Group: 6-12 juniors or seniors  

   

NNHS Puerto Rico Sustainability Trip (San Juan and Humacao, Puerto Rico) - Sustainability and 
service-focused program with hotel stays, organized through an outside service organization called 
Hammer & Chisel. This program is intended to target both students with an interest in sustainability 
and students receiving Academic Support Services. Students will travel to areas in Puerto Rico that 
have experienced significant devastation from Hurricane Maria and will participate in a variety of 
sustainability-oriented service projects. They will work with community members to learn first-hand 
about their perceptions of the challenges to local environmental conservation and preservation in 
the wake of the storm. The travel group will also collaborate with local urban agriculturists, farmers 
and non-profit organizations. One project may include assisting with the reopening of urban 
greenhouses. Dates of Travel: April , 2020. Size of Group: 15-40 students 
 
NNHS Puerto Rico Career & Tech Ed Trip -Career & Tech Ed and service-oriented program organized 
in collaboration with MA 9. The travel group will work with SBP (St. Bernard Project Organization. 
Our students in Chapter 74 vocational technical carpentry programs will use their training and skills 
to help reduce the volunteer time between disaster and recovery. Our group will hopefully 
collaborate with a student group from Minuteman Career and Technical High School to rebuild a 
home destroyed by Hurricane Maria, and then students will co-present about their work at the June 
CTE Vocational technical Conference. Dates of Travel: March/April. Size of Group:  20-30 students 
 
NSHS Prague Spring (Prague, Czech Republic and Berlin, Germany) - History-focused enrichment 
program with hotel stays. Students explore cultural sites relevant to history & literature, 
journalism & media, art & architecture & music. Applicants must have a strong interest in history 
and be willing to participate in pre-trip J-block lectures and readings. Applications become 
available in the fall through the History Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of travel: 10 days including April break 
Size of Group: 15-25 students 

 
NPS Prague Summer (Krakow, Poland; Prague, Czech Republic; Dresden & Berlin, Germany) – 
Joint North/South history-focused enrichment program with hotel stays. Students earn credits for 
their work through the Newton summer school, take on-site history lessons from Newton 
teachers, and explore historical sites relevant to medieval times, World War II, and more. 
Applicants must have a strong interest in history. Applications become available in the fall through 
the History Department. 
Frequency: Annual 



Dates of travel: 2.5 weeks over the summer 
Size of Group: 30-40 students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NNHS Nicaragua Ecology Trip (Ostional, San Juan del Sur, & other towns) – Ecology and 
sustainability focused research & service program with hotel stays. This program sometimes 
includes NSHS students. Students will assist with ongoing ecology research projects and will design 
and conduct scientific investigations of their own. Students will also have the opportunity to learn 
about the local Nicaraguan culture & economy and how these impact the Nicaraguan ecosystem. 
Applicants must have taken or be currently taking biology. Applications become available in the fall 
through the Science Department. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of Travel: 1 week over the February break 
Size of Group: 10-12 students 

 
NSHS Portugal UNESCO Trip (Lisbon, Portugal & environs) – Science & culture program with hotel 
stays centered around the 3-day International Meeting of Young Scientists of the UNESCO 
Associated Schools. Students present projects at the UNESCO Meeting and tour historical sites 
and landmarks in and around Lisbon, Portugal. Applicants must have a strong interest in science. 
Applications become available in September. 
Frequency: Annual 
Dates of Travel: 1 week in January 
Size of Group: 5 students 

 
Puerto Rico Summer Service (San Juan & environs, Puerto Rico) – Community service program 

with dormitory stays and cultural enrichment opportunities. Service projects may include sorting, 

packing, and distributing food for local food banks; assisting with trash clean-up and ecological 

restoration projects; helping to build homes/rebuild homes in low-income communities that have been 

impacted by the hurricane; and providing social interaction for seniors not living with their 

families. Applicants must be NSHS freshmen, sophomores, or juniors. Applications become available 

in the fall prior to travel.  

Frequency: Annual – Dates of travel: 1 week directly after classes end in June 

 
 


