
 

 

 
NEWTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
 

                     Date: March 25, 2019 
                  Location: Education Center 100 Walnut St., Rm 210, Newton, MA 02460 

   Meeting Called by: Chair Goldman at 7:07 pm 

    Members Present:                       

Students Presents:         

Ray-Canada,  Albright, Shen, Fisher Gomberg, Siegel (absent), Goldman, Shields, Miller, 
Fleishman,  Mayor Fuller 
Mathews, Halpern, Jampel and Lopez 
 
 

Mary Eich, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning, Steve Rattendi, Director of 
Information Technology, Elementary principals: Mindy Johal, Burr, Orla Higgins, Angier,  
PTO Council: Emily Prenner, Christine Dodd and Jen Abbott.  

  
 
Chair Goldman opened the meeting at 7:07 and asked Dr. Fleishman for his Superintendent’s Report. 

 
Superintendent’s Report:  
David said that it has been a busy month. He congratulated the Newton North Boys Basketball team who made it to the 
state semi-finals at the Boston Garden. He also acknowledged Coach Paul Connolly and Kyle Ray-Canada, son of 
Committee3 member Bridget. He also commented on what a wonderful theatre moth is has been, - production of 
Newsies at Day Middle School, Rock of Ages at Newton North, and Mama Mia at Newton South. He then reminded 
everyone about the Vaping Forum next Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 7:00 at NSHS with guest speaker Maura Healy. 
 
Ruth then turned the floor over to 30 minutes of Public Speaking. She reminded everyone to speak into the 
microphone, state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak: 
 
Valerie Davison, 239 Temple St., Newton – Stated she was 100% in favor of equity caps, but the decision was made 
by a handful of people without community input. Cited other school based problems not receiving the board’s attention: 
rodents, no chapter books, lack of heat. Calls for the Committee to void the March 18 vote and commit to a transparent 
process. 
 
Chris Brezski, 300 Highland St. Newton – Stated the School Committee’s Equity decision is counter-productive. The 
process is flawed. PTO per student spending is no way to measure equity. He asks the SC to vacate the June 2018 
decision. Lowering the bar is no benefit to any student. 
 
Elsa Janairo, 14 Hope St., Newton – She stated equity issues matter to her. She understands that there are a range of 
economics and is encouraged by Families for Racial Justice’s (FORJ) work which will require funding, but she doesn’t 
think that will happen. 
 
Rhanna Kidwell, 56 Kenwood Ave. Newton – Opened by quoting former superintendent Jim Marini, stated that equity 
parameters excluded curriculum and personnel. Disparities continue, not promoting equity anymore. More affluent 
schools increase, less affluent schools do not. This should not vary depending on the wealth of the community. She 
supports changes. 
 
Laura Towvin, 61 Islington Rd., Newton – She supports Equity changes and a centralized fund. Realizes change in 
Equity policy is unwelcome. 
 
Jane Frantz, 12 Glastonbury Oval, Newton – She supports the equity policy because it every student having access to 
the same opportunities. How do we achieve this goal when students come from different economic backgrounds? 
Those that are less advantaged have less opportunities.  
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Amy Sangiolo, 389 Central St, Newton – Spoke about the struggles and challenges parents face with of off-site after 
school transportation. YMCA and Boys and Girls Club have space available, but transportation is not available. NPS 
will not provide transportation to these programs and it’s a problem.  
 
Jasmin Rotem, 6 Philbrick Rd. Newton Public Schools- Stated that she felt the current lawsuit contains “outrage 
politics” and APT doesn’t care about Jewish students, because they haven’t surveyed the students. She stated that 
Anti-Israel in not anti-Semitic.  
 
Josh Erani, 62 Lovett Rd. Newton – Stated that a teacher’s job is not to teach him morality. Claims a teacher used a 
map provided by the Hamas without citing its origin. Wanted to know what concrete steps were being taken to correct 
this. He spoke about the video he claims showed Jews making Muslims do a death march.  
 
Jim Epstein, 110 Manchester Rd., Newton – Spoke about the latest lawsuit which is 469 pages long. The complaint is 
69 pages with 209 allegations. He referred to the statement made by Dr. Fleishman one day after receiving the lawsuit, 
then asked him if he really stands behind his statement.  
 
Public Speak ends @7:45. Chair Goldman stated that for those who wish to stay, there will be another opportunity for 
Public Speaking at the end of the meeting. 
 
Equity Guidelines Update 
Document: Equity Guidelines Update 
 
Ruth introduced Kathy Shields, Mary Eich, Steve Rattendi, Mindy Johal, Orla Higgins, Emily Prenner, Christine Dodd 
and Jen Abbott. Kathy stated that it is the recommendation of the Equity Committee, after hearing from the public, that 
two changes be made to the Equity Guidelines: 
 
1) Increase the technology cap from $15 to $20 per pupil, or the cost of one cart of Chromebooks, whichever is 

greater. 
2) Permit the rollover of PTO funds to the next school year. 
 
The Committee recommends these changes be incorporated into the Equity Guidelines no later than July 1, 2019. 
 
Questions, answers and discussion followed including reasons for the changes, future goals of NPS’s technology 
department to be in a position to fully fund the school’s technology needs in the next few years and Chromebook 
reuse/repurpose approach in the future. 

 
Discussion and Straw Vote: 2019 – 2010 Budget  
Documents: Proposed FY20 Budget 
 
Ruth explained that after further discussion on the FY20 School Budget, the members will take a non-binding straw 
vote to gauge where the Committee stands before the final vote on April 8. 
 
Liam and David answered Committee member questions relating to: 
- Allocations from the city /funding from the state 
- Tight budget, not much wiggle room 
- Additional FTE’s  
- Funding formulas 
- Trends 
- Investment in programs  
- Increase Deans administrative FTE – less time with students? 
 
Ruth called for a straw vote on the FY20 Budget by roll call: 
 
Ward 1 Ray-Canada  Yea  Ward 6 Goldman Yea 
Ward 2 Albright  Yea  Ward 7 Shields  Yea  
Ward 3 Shen   Yea  Ward 8 Miller  Yea 
Ward 4 Fisher Gomberg Yea  Mayor  Fuller  Yea 
Ward 5 Siegel   (Absent) 
 
YEA = 8 NO= 0  ABSENT= 1 
 
Ruth announced that a Public Hearing on the FY20 Budget will take place prior to the regular School Committee 
meeting on April 1 at 6:30 and a final vote on the budget will be taken on April 8. 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rVq50zZ3mrCP9GDyCesbinRnnhVSOmgP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13oTpbmS9M801ZvCcAAg8lHKalBS_6Qwl


 

Discussion and Vote: Crowdfunding Policy 
Document: On-Line Fundraising and Solicitation - CrowdFunding 
 
Diana Fisher Gomberg and Margaret Albright explained that the changes were made for clarification purposes and 
appear as strike though on page one and green font on page two. 
 
Ruth called for a vote on the changes to the Crowdfunding Policy: 
 
Motion: Ray-Canada 
Second: Fisher Gomberg 
Vote: 8-0-1 (Siegel absent) 
 
Discussion and Vote: Grant 
Document: Grant Memo 
 
Ruth asked for a motion to approve the $2500 from the Massachusetts Office of Economic Empowerment to Newton 
North. 
 
Motion: Fisher Gomberg 
Second: Shen 
Vote: 8-0-1 (Siegel absent) 
 
Discussion and Vote: NSHS Donation 
Document: NSHS Anonymous Donation Letter 
 
Ruth asked for questions regarding the generous anonymous donation being made to the NSHS’s science department. 
There were a few questions regarding equity with NNHS. Ruth explained that historically, equity disparities really are 
most prevalent at the elementary level. Kathy interjected that the Equity Committee will be examining the need to 
expand the Equity Policy to high schools. Ruth tabled the vote until the next meeting in order to investigate if the 
donation to NSHS will create an inequity with NNHS.  
 
Discussion and Vote: Zervas Donation 
Document: Zervas Donation Letter 
 
Ruth explained that this was a second reading of this proposed donation. Equity questions were raised the first time 
this was presented. Mary Eich has since investigated the situation and has declared that the donation is acceptable 
under the terms of the Equity policy provided it falls under the cap projected for this year. 
 
Ruth called for a vote to accept the Zervas donation. 
 
Motion: Fisher Gomberg 
Second: Miller 
Vote:  8-0-1 (Siegel absent) 
 
Discussion and Vote: February 11, 2019 minutes 
Document: 2-11-19 Minutes- Draft 
 
There were a few edits recommended by Committee members then Ruth called for a vote on the draft minutes with the 
recommended edits. 
 
Motion: Albright 
Second: Shields 
Vote: 8-0-1 (Siegel absent) 
 
Chair Goldman opened the floor to Public Comment for an additional 30 minutes: 
 
Kathryn Thorndike, 36 Howard Rd., Newton – In favor of reasonable equity caps, but urges the SC to rescind the vote 
and re-open the discussion in a more open way. Was not aware of the “inequities” until the PTO’s came to inform them 
of the new guidelines February.  
 
Peter Bekarian, 86 Pickwick Rd. Newton – Stated that he believes every student deserves an equitable education. He 
believes the process is flawed and the SC is reluctant to share any data. Revised policy is inadequate to keep up with 
the needs. Claims it is a “politicized” process and will lead to mediocrity for all. 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=11aBW0jRroGMxkdckmeeXy39M1-6U2k5v
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NtqizAUMyhrb-TqZf1O1xQISrwDDO18B
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1iY3TwkNltkTftUve-fbr8n9WfkRCcIu_
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16RMXxqJbq1qLUD02ujzD6T16VFUVRuPW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vDw458NNhrGExy5fxxk9pIMoup1DF8fJ


 

Zlatena Simeonova 71 Algonquin Rd., Newton – She stated that she was in favor of equity caps and said the data was 
publically disclosed. Claims the new guidelines do not include quantitative data. Creating more restrictive spending 
lowers the bar for all students. 
 
Karen Ghiron, 80 Hillside Ave., Newton – She is actively involved in FORJ and Creative Arts and Science. She states 
that she believes 100% in equity, but is concerned with the new equity policy. Lowering the cap for all will not help 
lesser funded schools. Smaller schools end up paying more due to the numbers.  She then gave cost examples for 
small and large schools stating that smaller schools end up spending 43% more for the identical program. 
 
Nicolas Nesta, 51 Highland St. Newton – States he is 100% in favor of Equity caps, but the process is flawed. A 30 
person focus group is not adequate. He feels the decision is already made to centralize funds. The Committee has no 
clear definition of equity, its process was not transparent and it used flawed data. 
 
Jeff Burger, 185 Hobart Rd. Newton - +He stated that he stands for equity but needs the definition to be clear.  There 
was no transparency in the process. He states that by trying to rectify the issue for some it diminishes it for all. School 
buildings are not equal – Ward is crumbling, heat is insufficient and it’s in dangerous condition. The Committee justified 
the cap based on flawed statistics. The policy makes no common sense. He wants the spending cap vacated, new 
building and forget about these $5,000 birthday parties. 
 
Linda Gillespie, Woodlawn Dr., Newton – She states that the SC put the PTO’s in a bad position for having to buy 
technology for the schools. Claims that it is ridiculous to cut-off available funding (from PTO’s) before other funding is in 
place (NPS). She feels the equity cap is a red herring. 
 
Nick Mitrokostas, 24 Estabrook, Newton – He believes 100% in reasonable equity caps, but this policy does not 
achieve that goal. You claim “budget is tight”, but you aspire to “take over tech funding.” He states, our schools are near 
the technology standard due to PTO funding. He claims the PTO would not have been able to do it with these caps. He 
referred to extravagant graduation parties. 
 
Jerry Tuitte, Hopkinton – Defers to Equity speakers 
 
Kathy Brigham, 259 Dorset Rd. Newton – She believes equity matters. Educational opportunities should not be 
decided by the ability to raise more. Cap is a smart start. Angier has 3X more money than schools across town. 
Angier/Zervas have the highest spending and they’re new schools. She supports pooling mechanism. 
 
Kate Kennedy, 380 Waban Ave., Newton – She said she’s thankful for the PTO and applauds the SC for trying to 
close the inequities. She strongly encourages the pooling of funds. She suggests that the committee look at other 
systems that are in place. 
 
Joseph Rasamat, 242 Quinobequin Rd., Newton – Claims the mayor promised transparency during her campaign and 
has not fulfilled it and the SC allow textbooks that are provided by anti-Semitites. He wanted the superintendent and 
chair to answer three questions. 
 
Emily Sienkiewicz, 50 Bridge St., Newton – She stated that Newton is a community divided by wealth /privilege. 
Families are aware of it and kids as well. She quoted Horace Mann saying, “education is the great equalizer.” She 
supports the Equity Guidelines and implores the City to match the funding, create modern facilities and healthy meals. 
Equal inherent value and deserve equal opportunity 
 
Lori Zinner, 41 Marcellus Dr., Newton – Countryside PTO Questions raised and comments regarding Equity:  
- What metric is being used 
- How will it be measured  in the future 
- Tech cap not enough 
- Has no faith tech needs will be met 
- If pooling money moves forward parents won’t give 
- Envisions a downward spiral 
- How will capping the top help those at the bottom 
- Where do they spend their money 
- Repeal the vote 
 
Colleen Nolan, 898 Chestnut St., Newton – Claims the process used for the Equity Caps is flawed. Only ’15. ’16 & ’17 
averages were used. Spending was not investigated. She feels the Equity Committee is working backwards. The real 
problem is when PTO’s are expected to pay for technology there will always be inequities. The burden of funding 
should not fall on PTOs. She urges people to band together and ask the Mayor and NPS to fix their mess. 
 
 



 

Scott Fitzgerald, 74 Colbert Rd East, Newton- He said listening to the comments it sounded like two different places 
we live in.  There has to be a way to fix this equity issue without removing funds because you’ll never get it back. 7-8 
schools have the money they need, 7-8 schools are nearly there. 
 
 
 
 

   Adjourned:   9:35  pm 
  
 

Lisa Mazzola      Date:  4-10-19   
School Committee Secretary  


